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Overview of the Course & Academic Expections 
This is a third year Spanish course in which students will continue to develop their proficiency in the 

language together with their understanding of Hispanic culture. Building on the vocabulary learned and skills 

acquired in Spanish level 2 students will be able to understand increasingly more sophisticated texts, such as short 

stories, poems, essays and articles in Spanish. Students will also be able to write with more complexity, including 

journals, letters and essays.  Speaking will be heavily emphasized in this third year class and students will be 

prepared to move on to the AP Spanish Language 4th year course.  

Students are expected to prepare for class using the text and to use class time to practice using the new 

material. Spanish that has been taught is expected from all students.  

 

Throughout the year students will explore the following themes as they relate to the Hispanic World: 

 Traveling to a Spanish-speaking country 

 Art & literature 

 Health & wellness 

 Ancient civilizations & history 

 Social issues & relationships 

 Career choices & technology 
 

Materials:  Students are expected to bring the following materials to class every day: 

1. Realidades Textbook, Level 3. Please keep it covered at all times for posterity sake. 

2. Practice Workbook 

3. Spanish-English dictionary (highly recommended)  

4. Pen, pencil, eraser & highlighter 

5. 1-inch binder with binder paper & 5 subject dividers: 1. Diario, 2. Tarea, 3. Pruebas,  
             4. Escritura, 5. Información 
6. Bound composition book: no spirals / no holes, for class notes and vocabulary lists. 
7. Most importantly: an open mind and heart.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

School Loop (SL) 
SL is a website that allows students and parents to access information about their classes. For the most part, 

assignments are announced in class and then grades are posted on School loop. Handouts and other resources that 

students will need to print at home will be made available. All students must register with School Loop so that they 

may access those handouts and assignments throughout the year. Go to http://mhsschoolloop.com to register. You 

must have your student ID number. Be sure to check School Loop daily so that you are up to date on current 

assignments as well as general class information.  

 

 

If possible, would you consider donating to the classroom:  

1. Kleenex (one large box) 

2. 300 note cards (3 X 5 in.) 

* other donations are welcome: staples, highlighters, tape, …  

 

http://mhsschoolloop.com/


Participation and Behavior  

A/ Be prepared for class (do required practice homework and bring all materials), be on time ready to learn and 

practice the material in class. You will be given lots of support to learn and use new material. I expect all 

student to use this new Spanish material: use Spanish in the classroom!   

 

B/ Make a positive contribution to the class community: 

- Respect others and the learning environment =  

- Stay on task during partner and group work situations  = Use Spanish at all times 

- Be mindful of the learning environment: no food or beverage (including gum and candy – too messy!), 

Avoid distractions: cell phones and other electronic devices are to be zipped up your bag/backpack.  

 

Whether these items are taken away or not will affect your grade. Should you have difficulties managing your 

electronics, you may be asked to turn it in at the start of each class to avoid disciplinary action. A language 

classroom is very different than other subjects: you will need to be attentive to both spoken and unspoken 

language to grasp the full meaning.  

 

C/ Trying – No Opting Out  

It is okay to make a mistake. It’s not okay to not try. In a language classroom, success is trying and making an 

effort. Failure is not doing anything at all. Getting the answer wrong is more correct that not speaking at all. 

Trying makes you stronger and smarter.  

 

Binders & Daily Routines 

On a daily basis students will complete a warm-up exercise (“diario”), take class notes and write a personal 

reflection on the topic of the day. Students are expected to keep all handouts, homework, tests, etc. in their 

binders, which should be kept organized at all times. 

 

Homework 

Homework will be assigned as needed: Expect an average of 15-20 minutes a night 5x p/week to practice new 

vocabulary skills, study, to finish assignments started on class, or in preparation for a future lesson or project. 

 

Quizzes & Tests 

Vocabulary quizzes and grammar quizzes are given throughout the chapter. At the end of the unit there will be 

either a unit test or some other form of assessment (project/dialogue/speech). Students who receive a D or F on 

a quiz may retake it for a passing grade of C- (tutoring and test corrections is required). The quizzes will mostly 

be unannounced to promote the idea of reviewing material on a daily basis; see above.  

 

Projects 

Projects include dialogues, oral presentations and research work. Some projects are done individually, others in 

pairs or groups. The purpose of a project is to demonstrate what a student knows, but it allows for more freedom 

and creativity.  

 

Make-Up Work 

If your absence is excused, you must make up any work you missed and will receive full credit for your work. It 

must be turned within one week of returning to class. Beyond one week, full credit will not be available. For 

absent work, check SL first then ask the teacher for confirmation and/or clarification. Quizzes or tests missed 

while absent will be made up either during class time the day the student returns to class or by appointment after 

school.  

 

*A note about making up class work: 

Class work often requires students to work with others (such as with dialogues), so it is not always possible to 

make these assignments up. If the absence is excused, students may be given an alternative assignment to make 

up class work that they missed.  



 

 

Grades       Skills demonstrated 

A range 90-100%    Superior   

B range 80-89%   Proficient     

C range 70-79%       Basic  

D range       60-69%   Below Basic 

 F      lower than 60%  No Evidence 

 

Your grade for the grading period will fall loosely into the following categories: 

Skills building (homework, classwork) & Participation……….....…..………………………….. 10%   

Interpersonal communication (A-B conversations, one-on-one chat & email correspondence) …20% 

Interpretive communication (listening to/reading text and answering information about it) …… 10% 

 Presentational communication (writing prompts, presentations, projects)………………………  20% 

 Tests & Quizzes (vocabulary & grammar) ……………………………………………………..   25% 

Final exam…………………………………………………….………………………….….…..  15% 

=    

 

Questions or Concerns?  

If there are any concerns about the class 

please do not hesitate to contact me. I am 

willing to spend extra time after school or at 

lunch if students need help with homework or 

want to discuss the class material.  

 

Student Signature ______________________________________ Date ____________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature ________________________________ Date ____________ 

 

Student’s Personal Information 

Nombre y Apellido: _______________________________________________ 

La Hora: __________  Grado:  9 10 11 12 

 
     

 
 

 

 

 

School Loop Codes  
A Absent and must make up 
E Excused 
I Incomplete 
R Retake / revised score (advised to..) 
0 Zero; never turned in 

Total of 3 grading periods  =  85% of semester grade 

I will gladly accept supplies to help keep the classroom 

running efficiently: 

 tissue 

 3x5 cards 

 tissue   

 colored pencils   

 markers 

 more tissue 

 staples 

 more tissue more tissue 

Final Exam = 15% 


