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STUDENTS AND a PARENT/GUARDIAN MUST READ & SIGN BELOW 

 

Overview of the Course & Academic Expectations 

This is a beginning/intermediate level course in which students will improve on the basic skills needed to 

communicate in Spanish. The second year of Spanish class will augment their range of vocabulary and verb 

tenses which will enable each student to do the following:       
 

 Describe in greater detail how they spend their school day and leisure activities 

 Explain how they get ready for an event 

 Be able to shop for clothing    

 Recognize monuments in a city and describe how to get around town 

 Describe what they were like as a child 

 Be culturally aware of social etiquette and know how to show respect 

 Cooking terms and explain how to cook a special dish 

 Preparing for travel by plane (depending upon time allowed) 

 

Students will learn how to communicate in Spanish through more advanced conversations and writing 

tasks. Throughout the year students will be tested on their knowledge of vocabulary and culture, as well as their 

ability to form grammatically correct sentences in Spanish. Students are expected to prepare for class using the 

text and to use class time to practice using the new material. Spanish that has been taught is expected from all 

students.  

 

Materials  

Students need to bring the following materials to class: 
1. Realidades textbook, Spanish 2: Keep the textbook covered at all times. 

2. Dark blue or black pen (I love color, but not for school work. You may be asked to  

resubmit your work if you forget to use dark blue or black ink.) 

Also, a red pen for correcting, pencil, eraser, glue stick & a highlighter.  

3. 1-inch binder with 5 subject dividers: 1. Diario, 2. Tarea, 3. Pruebas, 4. Escritura, 5. Información 

4. A notebook for class notes and vocabulary lists. I prefer a bound composition book to reinforce the idea of your 

notes being something permanent.  

5. Binder paper 

6. 200 Note cards (3 X 5) for making vocabulary flashcards.  

* If you can, please consider donating: tissue, note cards, markers, staples… 
    

School Loop (SL) 

SL is a website that allows students and parents to access information about their classes. For the most part, 

assignments are announced in class and sometimes posted on SL. Sometimes handouts will be available for 

downloading. I also post major presentations on the site. All students must register with SL so that they may 

access those handouts and assignments throughout the year. Go to http://mhsschoolloop.com to register. You 

must have your student ID number. Be sure to check SL daily so that you are up to date on current assignments 

as well as general class information.  

 

Additional Resources 

We will be using the Prentice Hall, Realidades 2 Textbook. For additional practice and enrichment, 

Realidades Foreign Language website (http://www.phschool.com) offers students opportunities to experience 

the Spanish-speaking world via the Internet. There are online activities that correlate to the chapters and a 

variety of interactive games. 

 

 

http://mhsschoolloop.com/
http://www.phschool.com/
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://vivirlatino.com/i/2007/04/AquiHablamosEspanol.jpg&imgrefurl=http://vivirlatino.com/2007/04/27/spanish-second-most-studied-language-worldwide.php&usg=__uwC12DGX_e4UpWErH6WromwLqKU=&h=324&w=300&sz=64&hl=
http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/31AlMTNoqfL._SL500_AA300_.jpg
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Participation and Behavior  

A/ Be prepared for class (do required practice homework and bring all materials), be on time ready to learn and 

practice the material in class. You will be given lots of support to learn and use new material. I expect all 

student to use this new Spanish material: use Spanish in the classroom!   

 

B/ Make a positive contribution to the class community: 

- Respect others and the learning environment =  

- Stay on task during partner and group work situations  = Use Spanish at all times 

- Be mindful of the learning environment: no food or beverage (including gum and candy – too messy!), 

Avoid distractions: cell phones and other electronic devices are to be zipped up your bag/backpack.  

 

Whether these items are taken away or not will affect your grade. Should you have difficulties managing your 

electronics, you may be asked to turn it in at the start of each class to avoid disciplinary action. A language 

classroom is very different than other subjects: you will need to be attentive to both spoken and unspoken 

language to grasp the full meaning.  

 

C/ Trying – No Opting Out 

It is okay to make a mistake. It’s not okay to not try. In a language classroom, success is trying and making an 

effort. Failure is not doing anything at all. Getting the answer wrong is more correct that not speaking at all. 

Trying makes you stronger and smarter.  

Behavior Consequences 

If a student fails to behave in a mature and respectful manner, and the teacher feels that he/she is making it 

difficult for others to learn, the student will receive a detention either with me or the Dean.  If the behavior 

continues to be a problem, the parent/guardian will be contacted and a conference could be solicited with a 

parent/guardian. 

 

Grades       Skills demonstrated 

A range 90-100%    Superior   

B range 80-89%   Proficient     

C range 70-79%       Basic  

D range       60-69%   Below Basic 

 F      lower than 60%  No Evidence 

 

Your grade for the grading period will fall loosely into the following categories: 

Skills building (homework, classwork) & Participation……….....…..………………………….. 10%   

Interpersonal communication (A-B conversations, one-on-one chat & email correspondence) …20% 

Interpretive communication (listening to/reading text and answering information about it) …… 10% 

 Presentational communication (writing prompts, presentations, projects)………………………  20% 

 Tests & Quizzes (vocabulary & grammar) ……………………………………………………..   25% 

Final Exam ………………………………………………………………………..................…..  15%    

=    

 

Total of 3 grading periods  =  85% of semester grade Final Exam = 15% 
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Using the Target Language  

In order to be successful at learning a foreign language, you must speak that language. It is important that you 

try your best to answer questions in class, and even to ask questions when you don’t understand something. It 

may be difficult at times, but everyone should at least be making an attempt to be a part of the class discussion. 

Don’t get hung up on trying to understand every word; listen for the main point.  

 

Binders & Daily Routines 

Students are expected to keep all handouts, homework, tests, etc. in their binders, which should be kept 

organized at all times. On a daily basis students will complete a warm-up exercise (“diario”), take class notes, 

participate in partner work, and then some quiet independent work.  

 

Homework 

Expect 10-20 minutes a night per week to study new vocabulary, finish class assignments or work on projects.  

Sometimes the teacher will collect it; other times not. Do all of the assignments as a learning activity. Learning 

a language takes practice. To the young language learner it may feel like busy work, but this sort of drill work is 

the nature of learning a foreign language.   

 

Class Work  
Class work includes reading, writing, listening (aural) assignments and speaking (oral) assignments. All of the 

activities done in class will help you practice the above skills needed to be an effective communicator. Work 

done in class is directly linked to your participation and using Spanish for these activities is linked to your 

Communication grade. If absent, a student may receive an alternate assignment.  

 

Quizzes, Tests & Revise / Redeem  

Expect weekly quizzes and expect them to be unannounced. I tend to give more frequent quizzes than tests, 

although you may have a unit test. Cramming really does not work in foreign language learning – hence the 

need to review and practice at home nightly.  

 

Students who receive below a 70% (D or F) on quizzes have the option to retake a similar assessment after 

having done test corrections. In order to do this, the student must sign up for tutoring (Thursday or FLEX), 

complete and turn in the test corrections with explanations for why they got the answer wrong, and make 

arrangements to retake the assessment. In addition, the teacher reserves the right to give additional work that 

she sees appropriate for student learning, as well as the right to deny a student the ability to retake the 

assessment due to special circumstances.  

 

Projects & Presentations 

Expect more projects than summative tests. The purpose is to use and demonstrate what you have learned.   

 

Make-Up Work (absence) 

If your absence is excused, you may make up any work you missed for full credit. Before returning to school, 

check SL and confirm with Profesora. Consult the ‘¿Estuviste ausente?’ folder for the agenda of what you 

missed and handouts. Quizzes or tests missed while absent shall be made up within one week.  After that, it will 

be considered late and may not be accepted. It short, it is the student’s responsibility to follow up on make-up 

work and do so in a timely manner; get it in by the end of the week, por favor. 

 

“No Zero” policy (late work) 

Students will be able to make up some homework assignments for 50% credit. The work must be completed in 

front of the teacher prior to finishing the chapter for which the work was to be done. He/she can make an 

appointment to come in during FLEX or after school. If the work is not completed in front of Profesora, she 

may not accept it.   
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Questions or Concerns? 

If there are any concerns about the class please do not hesitate to contact me. I am willing to spend extra time 

after school or at lunch if students need help with homework or want to discuss the class material. I may also be 

reached by email at the address above or through School Loop. 

 

Student Signature__________________________________________ Date_____________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature__________________________________ Date_____________ 

 

 
Student’s Personal Information   

Name: (First) _________________________   (Last)_____________________________ 

Class Period_________     Grade level:  9         10 11 12 

 

 

Parent/Guardian Contact Information 

Name (First)_________________________    (Last)______________________________ 

Relationship: __________________________ 

Phone #s: (home) ______________________  (cell) ________________________      

 

 

 
 

 
 
mmmm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Loop Codes  
A Absent and must make up 
E Excused 
I Incomplete 
R Retake / revised score (advised to..) 
0 Zero; never turned in 

 

I will gladly accept supplies to help keep the classroom 

running efficiently. If you can, please consider donating: 

 3x5 cards     

 tissue   

 colored pencils   

 markers 

 more tissue 

 staples 

 glue sticks 

 tissue, tissue, more tissue 


