
 

 

Mills High School 

Syllabus for  Psychology 

Teacher:    Mr. Don Burdette 

Department:  Social Science 

 

Contact information: 

 

Room # 145 

Email: schoolloop (emails will be answered that same day) 

Phone: do not use the school telephone, schoolloop preferred 

 

Academic Expectations & Classroom Rules: 

 

You can expect from me: 

- To teach an engaging class that develops curiosity and enthusiasm for learning 
- To help students succeed  
- To be a resource for parents and family  
- To be fair and consistent 
 

What I expect from students: 

- To work hard 
- To come to class on time and prepared 
- To be respectful of themselves and others  

 

Topics Covered (in order): 

 

 History of Psychology 

 Effect of Heredity and Genes on Human Behavior 

 Perception and the Brain 

 Stages of Life: Childhood and Parenting (and Divorce and Abuse) 

 Learning and Conditioning 

 Stages of Life: Adolescence and Identity  

 Stages of Life: Middle Age, Old Age, and Death  

 The Scientific Method and Psychology Experiments 

 Groups, Peer Pressure, and Brainwashing 

 Emotions and Motivations 

 Personality Theories, Sigmund Freud, and Other Theorists 

 Sleep, Dreams, and Altered States of Consciousness 

 Psychological Disorders and Treatment  
 



Grading: 

 

Grading is based on student performance on various assignments used to assess 

student’s ability to meet the expectations of the class.  Assignments include: journals 

and other writing assignments, reading assignments that include the reading of at least 

one novel, summative tests, creative assignments, group projects, presentations, 

participation in class activities, etc. 

 

Assignments are devised to promote learning and skill development, assess learning and 

skill development, allow students to personally connect with the material presented in 

class, and to provide a greater context for the learning by connecting the material in 

class to current events and other subjects.  Assignments also reflect an enthusiasm for 

the subject matter, as presented on a daily basis in class lessons. 

 

Grading is done on a traditional scale: A (90-100%); B (80-90%); etc. 

 

Makeup Work Policy (After Absences)/Late Work Policy: 

 

Makeup work is accepted with an escalating late penalty (that will never exceed 50% of 

the original assignment’s worth) for all assignments. 


