
 

Mills High School 

Syllabus for  Modern World History 2 & CWS 

Teacher:    Mr. Don Burdette 

Department:  Social Science 

 

Contact information: 

 

Room # 145 

Email: schoolloop (emails will be answered that same day) 

Phone: do not use the school telephone, schoolloop preferred 

 

Academic Expectations & Classroom Rules: 

 

You can expect from me: 

- To teach an engaging class that develops curiosity and enthusiasm for learning 
- To help students succeed  
- To be a resource for parents and family  
- To be fair and consistent 
 

What I expect from students: 

- To work hard 
- To come to class on time and prepared 
- To be respectful of themselves and others  

 

Topics Covered & Pacing: 

 

Modern World History 2 is a one-semester course that explores the causes and 

consequences of two World Wars, totalitarianism, and international developments in 

the post WWII world.  Topics include:  

 World War I: Causes, Events and Effects 

 The Rise of Totalitarian Dictatorships in Europe and Asia 

 World War II: Causes, Events and Effects 

 The Cold War: Causes, Events and Effects 
 

Contemporary World Studies is a one-semester course that integrates geography, 

culture, and the historical development of four global regions: Asia, the Middle East, 

Africa, and Latin America. The course explores the role of imperialism, diplomacy, and 

increasing economic interconnectedness, while considering the impact of current issues 

to the four regions. 



Grading: 

 

Grading is based on student performance on various assignments used to assess 

student’s ability to meet the expectations of the class.  Assignments include: journals, 

essays, benchmark quizzes, summative tests, creative assignments, group projects, 

presentations, participation in class activities, etc. 

 

Assignments are devised to promote learning and skill development, assess learning and 

skill development, allow students to personally connect with the material presented in 

class, and to provide a greater context for the learning by connecting the material in 

class to current events and other subjects.  Assignments also reflect an enthusiasm for 

the subject matter, as presented on a daily basis in class lessons. 

 

Grading is done on a traditional scale: A (90-100%); B (80-90%); etc. 

 

Makeup Work Policy (After Absences)/Late Work Policy: 

 

Makeup work is accepted with an escalating late penalty (that will never exceed 50% of 

the original assignment’s worth) for all assignments, except mastery assignments.   

 

Interventions: Mastery Assignments  

 

Mastery assignments are assignments that assess skill development and basic content 

knowledge.  Those assignments include: essays, Cornell note-taking, geography 

assignments, content benchmarks, etc.  Students are expected to redo mastery 

assignments until they show that the have mastered the skill or basic content.  Students 

can choose to redo mastery assignments at any time in the semester until they earn the 

grade they prefer (even after they have shown basic mastery).  Such assignments are 

often called “revise and redeem” assignments.  They allow students to revise inadequate 

work and redeem their grades, to their satisfaction, and their parents’ satisfaction. 

 

Mastery assignments are used to make sure that ALL students learn basic 

skills/knowledge instead of being allowed to fail to learn, or fail the class.  Mastery 

assignments are used to make sure that ALL students, regardless of skill level are 

successful in the class. 


