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Course Description: 
 Modern World History is a sophomore course that is required for graduation from high 
school.   It is a two-semester course.  Students in 10th grade study the major historical events and 
turning points that shaped the modern world from the 1900 to the present.  The curriculum for this 
course follows the California State Standards.  You will study the following topics this year: 
 

Fall Semester 2017 Spring Semester 2018 

1. World War I and the Armenian Genocide 
2. Totalitarianism 1920s - 1930s 
3. World War II and the Holocaust 
4. The Beginnings of the Cold War 

1. The Cold War and Decolonization 
2. Contemporary World Issues 
3. Area Studies 

   
 
In addition, you will learn these skills in order to meet the State Standards for sophomore 
students: 
 *Critical thinking 
 *Questioning strategies 
 *Analyzing fact and opinion 
 *Determining relevant information 
 *Make comparisons and contrasts 
 *Identify stereotypes, bias, and propaganda 
 *Chronological and spatial thinking 
 *Do historical research and interpretation 
 *Citizenship skills 
 *Map skills 
 *Relate past events to current world problems 
 *Use primary and secondary resources to draw conclusions 
 
Textbook:  McDougall Littell, World History: Patterns of Interaction. 2006. 
 

Materials:  You will need to bring the following materials with you every day:  3-ring binder 
with dividers, class handouts, pencils, pens, binder paper, highlighters, glue stick, white-out, Post-
Its, and a planner or calendar to record your assignments.  You will not be allowed to leave 
class if you forget your materials.  Please be organized and bring your materials with you every 
day. 
 
Class 3- Ring Binder:  Your class binder will be extremely important this semester.  You must 
bring it to class every day.   You will need to put your class outline, grade sheet, and bathroom 
passes in the front of your binder.  You will need to divide your binder into sections in 
chronological order or you can divide your binder by topic, for example, reading notes, class 
notes, quizzes, essays, tests, DBQs, maps, handouts, guided readings, projects, etc.  
   



Keep all your work! Do not throw away any work or test that is returned to you until the end of the 
school year.  Your binder may be checked during the semester and points given for your 
organizational effort. 
 
Class Assignments and Schedule:  When you come to class everyday, the daily agenda will be 
written on the board. The weekly assignments will also be written on the board and posted on 
School Loop with the due dates for each assignment.  The dates of the assignments may be 
subject to change, but you will be allowed adequate time to complete each assignment. 
 
Late Work:  There are penalties for turning in late work.  50% will be deducted for any work 
turned in after the due date.  If you are absent for any reason, your work is due the day you return 
to school. If you are absent for a long period of time, please see the teacher and an arrangement 
will be made for you to make up the work. 
 
Grades:  This is a very difficult class with lots of reading.  The textbook has many new vocabulary 
words and terms.  It is extremely important that you do your homework every night and keep up 
with your work.  Your grade is based on the total number of points you earn for each assignment 
over the semester.  The assignments are not weighted. You will earn points for your effort, 
accuracy, and completeness of every assignment you do.  You will be graded on the following 
percentage scale:  A = 100 – 90%; B = 89 – 80%; C = 79 – 70%; D = 69 – 60%; D- = 59 – 50%; F 
= below 50%. 
 Your grade will include: 
   *Reading chapter section quizzes  
   *Major unit tests 
   *Handouts / chapter study guides/ TDS cards 
   *Video handouts 
   *Essays / paragraphs 
   *Philosophical chairs (debate) responses and participation 
   *Individual and group projects 
   *Comprehensive Final Exam 
 
 Your grade will be based on approximately these percentages: 
   45% - Tests, quizzes, and final examination 
   30% - Projects and written assignments 
   20% - Homework 
     5% - Class participation / discussion 
 
    If you receive less than 70% during the first 3 weeks of the semester, your parents will be 
notified and you will be required to attend after school tutoring sessions until your grade improves. 
  
 Grades are posted on School Loop.  Please check School Loop on a regular basis to 
monitor your grade.  If you discover an error, call it to the attention of the teacher immediately.  Do 
not throw any graded papers away until the end of the semester. 
 Extra credit assignments are assigned at the discretion of the teacher. 
  
Class Rules:  The class rules are: 
 *Treat everyone, including the teacher, with respect 
 *Use kind words and actions towards others 
 *Do everything you can to help yourself and others learn 



 *Do not interfere with people’s right to learn or the teacher’s right to teach 
 *Be on time – the school tardy policy will be strictly enforced 
 *No cell phones use in class 
 *No eating and drinking  
 *No cheating 
 *No swearing (in any language) 
 *Do not talk when the teacher is talking 
 
Failure to follow the rules will result in severe consequences.  Continued violation of the rules will 
result in notification of your parents and a referral to the Dean of Students.  Use of cell phones or 
text messaging in class will result in confiscation of your cell phone. 
 
Cell Phones:  You will not be allowed to use your cell phone during class.  Your cell phone will be 
placed in the cell phone pocket attached to the wall during class.  You will be assigned a number.  
When you enter the classroom, please place your cell phone in the correct cell phone pocket. If 
you have a cell phone translator, please see the teacher and make an arrangement to use it. 
 
Computers:  There is no computer cart permanently assigned to the classroom.  We will have to 
share computers with other classes.  You are responsible for signing the school’s acceptable use 
policy for use of the computers.   
 
Plagiarism:  Please review the Mills’ Student Handbook on cheating and plagiarism.  The school 
policy will be strictly followed in this class.  Failure to follow the rules will result in notification of 
your parents and a referral to the Dean of Students.   A copy of the plagiarism section of the 
student handbook will be given to you.  Please keep it in your notebook at all times. 
 
Turnitin.com:  All major writing assignments for the class must be submitted to turnitin.com 
before you receive any credit.  Failure to turn in an assignment to the turnitin.com website will 
result in a 50% late penalty. Turnitin.com is a website that checks your writing for plagiarism 
against other students in the class, school, and other schools.  Learning not to copy from the work 
of others is an important skill. Turnitin.com will help you in this process.  I will help you set up an 
individual account before your first major writing assignment. 
 
Flex Time:  If you need help with an assignment, it is best to come in during Tuesday’s Flex Time.  
I will be available to answer questions, help you make up work, and take any quizzes or tests that 
you missed because of an absence. 
 
Questions or Help:  If you have any questions, the best way to contact me is to come to room 
132 before school or during brunch.  You can also email me at pajemian@smuhsd.org, but I do 
not always check my school email during the evening.  Since I am part-time, I am not available 
after school.  I am not on campus on Wednesday.  It is best to see me before school, at brunch, or 
on Tuesday’s Flex Time. 
 
 
 
  
 
 


