
SYLLABUS FOR BEGINNING/ADVANCED DRAMA 2017-2018 

Ms. Rebecca Leung, English and VAPA Teacher, MHS 
Preferred Contact/Email: rleung@smuhsd.org 

Website: mhs.schoolloop.com 

Availability: By Appointment, FLEX, Lunch   

Room: 125, Auditorium 

  
Drama class is a highly participatory and immersive beginning acting course which requires students to perform on 

an almost daily basis, requiring them to work with their classmates in a variety of scenes and activities and 

challenging them mentally, physically, and emotionally.  It is a class that takes maturity, discipline, and hard work, 

and is also one that reaps a bounty of rewards.  Like former students, I hope you will grow in ways you never 

expected, push your imagination to its limits, laugh until your stomach hurts, bond with all your classmates, and gain 

a better appreciation of all of the creativity and hard work needed to create plays, TV shows, and movies.  I currently 

have several students pursuing careers in art, music, film, and theatre who started off in beginning Drama, just like 

you.  I am thrilled to be returning to teach Drama, a class that holds many of my fondest memories as a teacher, and I 

look forward to creating new memories with you.    Drama is also a class that will help you achieve Mills High 

School’s STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES.  Drama Students are: 

Effective Communicators and Collaborators 

Positive contributors to the community 

Individuals that are healthy, self-reliant and responsible 

Critical Problem Solvers and Creative Thinkers 

CLASSROOM RULES 

1.  Students who are enrolled in Drama are expected to come to class on a daily basis with open, mature 

attitudes, and ready to participate with all required materials.  Clothing and shoes should be classroom appropriate 

and not restrict students from participation.  

2. Students will be respectful at all times towards themselves, other people, the classroom space(s), and all 

learning materials.  Audience members will be attentive and not distract performers onstage.  Put-downs, negativity, 

bullying, and vulgarity will not be tolerated.  

3. Students will not enter or remain in the classroom or Auditorium without adult supervision.  

4. Students are expected to be on time every day.  Parents will be contacted after 2 tardies.  A referrel will be 

issued upon the third tardy, with disciplinary action increasing with each additional tardy.  The bell does not dismiss 

the class, the instructor does.  

5. Students who are absent are expected to see the teacher as soon as possible about making up 

assignments.  Within a performance-based class, this is especially imperative.  (for more info, see Grading/Late 

Policy) 

6. Electronic devices may only be used with permission of the teacher.  You may not listen to music, take 

pictures, film, or text during class unless it is part of an assignment.   You will be warned once to put devices away 



prior to having them confiscated.  The teacher may take away any devices that are distracting and turn them in to the 

Dean with a referrel.  

7. Beverages in closable containers are allowed. Food and gum ARE NOT allowed in the Auditorium. All                

students will clean up after themselves. Clean up after yourself EVERYDAY. Return all materials to their proper                 

places.  

8. Students will be required to attend 2 live performances a year.  These may be Mills’ performances or those 

at the other high schools.   Drama students will be expected at minimum, participate as ushers during the Mills 

productions and will able to watch the shows for free.  Further participation within the cast, crew, or orchestra of a 

show is a highly rewarding experience and students are encouraged, though not required to try out for the fall play 

and/or spring musical.  Please see Ms. Leung or Ms. Tannous-Weisgerber with more questions.  

9. Anyone who plagiarizes or cheats on an assignment will receive an automatic F and face additional                

disciplinary action. A second cheating offense may lead to a “drop F” in the class. All writing must be original or cited                      

using MLA formatting.  

  
ACADEMIC EXPECTATIONS 

Drama is by no means an “easy A” because I actually care that you learn and grow as a student; your effort and 

willingness to push beyond your comfort zone every single day will determine the grade you earn.  It is a highly 

individualized subject as well, where each student will compete only with themselves in terms of progress.  Every 

student in the class will find his or her own strengths and have an opportunity to challenge his or her own 

weaknesses.  Self and peer evaluations will be taken into consideration for assessment.  There will be in-class and 

homework assignments connected to the writing, reading, speaking, and listening standards of the Common Core 

State Standards; in addition to the content standards explained in the Visual and Performing Arts Standards.  Please 

visit the following websites for more information: 

Visual and Performing Arts Theatre Content Standards for Grades 9-12 - Proficient 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/thproficient.asp 

Visual and Performing Arts Theatre Content Standards for Grades 9-12 - Advanced 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/thadvanced.asp 

Common Core State Standards 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/finalelaccssstandards.pdf 

TOPICS COVERED/PACING 

Weeks 1-6: Introduction to Pantomime and Improv, Team-Building Games and Activities, Intro to CROWE, Theatre 

Terminology/Vocabulary, Intro to Theatre History 

Weeks 7-12: Continue CROWE, Chekhovian scenes, Short Scene work, Dialects/voice work, Spy Mission, Intro to 

Monologues, Parts of the Plot/Beats/French Scenes, Prepare for VAPA Day 

Weeks 13-18: Continue with Monologue or Scene Work for Final Project (May include analysis of a full script) 

Semester 2: TBD -- Units on Two or More of the Following: Tragedies, Soap Opera, Murder Mysteries, Modernized 

Shakespeare Scenes, Fairy Tales Remixed, or Other 

  

http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/thproficient.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/thadvanced.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/thproficient.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/finalelaccssstandards.pdf
http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/thadvanced.asp


MATERIALS 

On a daily basis, students should bring the following items to class : A binder or folder for hand-outs and scripts, Any 

assigned readings, Binder paper, Writing Utensil 

It is also recommended that you have extra printer paper and ink at home for printing out scripts.  

  

  

GRADING 

Self and peer-evaluations will be considered for grades on projects.  Some years, students also have completed film 

projects; we will discuss this more as the year goes on.  Improvement, participation, rehearsal, and effort will be 

considered for final semester grades.  Extra credit opportunities will arise throughout the semester. 

  

100 - 97 A+           89 - 87 B+   79 - 77 C+     69 - 67 D+ 57.1 or less  F 

96 - 93 A   86 - 83 B 76 - 73 C     66 - 63 D 

92 - 90 A-              82 - 80 B- 72 - 70 C-     62 - 58 D- 

  
MS. LEUNG’S SCHOOLLOOP CODES 

M = equivalent to 25% of original grade; the assignment has not been submitted to teacher or seen by the teacher at 

all; late assignments will temporarily be marked as M until the teacher has had the opportunity to grade them 

EXC = assignment is excused, does not hurt/help a student’s grade 

0 = student received zero credit on the assignment; student did not meet minimum requirements or did not answer 

any questions correctly 

EC = extra credit 

  
LATE POLICY 

Students may lose 10% for everyday a written assignment is late.  If you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to get 

the assignment from the website, another student, or the teacher.  You will have the same number of days you were 

out to make up the work.  If you are absent or will be absent for a performance, you must contact the teacher and 

your group members as soon as possible.  Please do not assume that every performance can be easily rescheduled 

and know that your absence may negatively impact others.  Be respectful of this, and keep communication with all 

group members open.  

  
TUTORING/INTERVENTIONS 

Tutoring or additional interventions will be arranged as needed on a one-on-one basis.  Please see Ms. Leung at 

lunch or to make an afterschool appointment if you feel you need additional help succeeding in Drama class.  

  

Please feel free to contact me anytime with questions.  (Email is my preferred means of communication.)  I look 

forward to working with you to make this year a success. 



  
Sincerely, 

  
Ms. Rebecca Leung 

English & Drama Teacher  

rleung@smuhsd.org 

  

PERSONAL FACT SHEET 

PERIOD ______ LAST NAME ____________________ FIRST NAME _____________________ 

 

Email Address ______________________________________________________________ 

Do you need to sit near the front of the room due to any reason?____________________________ 

  

1.  Daily access to a computer? (circle one) Yes No To the internet? Yes No 

2.  Smart phone? Yes No 

3.  Do you work?  How many hours per week? Yes No _________hrs/wk at _____________ 

4.  My best experience from last year in middle/high school  was _______________________________. 

5.  My worst experience from last year in middle/high school was ______________________________. 

6.  After I graduate high school, I would like to _____________________________________________. 

7.  My favorite hobbies include________________________________________________________. 

8.  I f I could change one thing about myself, it would be _____________________________________. 

9.  My dream is to ___________________________________________________________________. 

10.  In general, I think school is  __________________________________________________________ 



11.  I think I will be known I class as the student who ________________________________________.  

12.  This semester, I am most excited about________________________________________________!  

13.  What are your thoughts on writing original scripts?  

  

14.  What do you consider your greatest strengths as a person?  As a student?  Your greatest 

weaknesses as a person?  As a student? 

  

  

15.  Anything else I should know about you?  

  

ACADEMIC CONTRACT 

By signing below, I acknowledge the behavior, actions, and attitude expected of me in Ms. 
Leung’s Drama class. 

I understand that a positive learning environment begins with me and the choices I make on a daily basis.  

I understand that I need to take the initiative for my own success and may be required to speak with my 
Drama teacher to clarify what I need to do to succeed.  

I will be open-minded and understand that I have to challenge my comfort zone in order to grow. I know I 
will have a lot of fun in the process. 

I will not take criticism personally and instead use it as a vehicle to grow as a performer.  

I will leave my emotional baggage outside and not let it interfere with my performances or the 
performances of others.  

I will work cooperatively within groups and not do anything to undermine any of my classmates who have 
been placed in positions of authority.  I will do my best to support the overall success of the group.  

I will always be a respectful audience member and classmate.  

I will encourage my classmates in positive ways.  

I understand that my teacher will first approach me to discuss discipline matters, and then contact my 
parents, counselor, dean, and teachers as she sees fit.  



I will not vandalize or steal classroom materials because I understand they are tools necessary for my 
own learning and the learning of others. 

I will clean up after myself everyday and encourage my classmates to do the same. 

I accept responsibility for every single one of my actions and understand that positive choices often lead 
to positive consequences.  

I will try my best, everyday. 

  

Student name _______________________________Student signature __________________________ 

  

Parent name _______________________________Parent signature ____________________________ 

Parent Email ___________________________________ 

Parent Daytime Phone #  _______________________________ 

  

Is your parent fluent in English? Y N 

Other languages spoken by parent?  _____________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


