
 Name ________________________________________  Period ______

Syllabus for Chemistry 1-2, Mills High School
Welcome to Chemistry!  In this class, you will learn about how the stuff around us is made and why it works the 
way it does.  This class will involve team work, mathematics, drawing, logical deduction, written expression, 
and creativity.  An important part of this class will be conducting experimental investigations.  How do you do 
well in chemistry?  Make sure you complete your work on time, write your thoughts clearly, and put those 
Algebra 1-2 skills to use.  

Remember: Chem is FUN! Chem is COOL!! Chem is TRY!!!
You can expect to be successful in chemistry if you follow these rules every day:
a. Be in class on time, alert, and ready to participate.
b. Come prepared with your binder, calculator, and writing utensils.
c. Check LOOP frequently for assignment deadlines, helpful hints, and updates.
d. Be honest and respectful with the teacher and your fellow students.

Grading: In this class,  “A” = 90-100%,  “B” = 80-89%,  “C” = 70-79%, and  “D” = 60-69%.  To determine 
your grade, work will be divided into two categories:  homework & labs (40%) and tests & quizzes (60% total, 
where the mid-semester test = 20%, the final test = 20%,, and all of the quizzes = 20%). Updated scores will be 
posted periodically, and you are expected to check to make sure your scores were correctly entered into the 
computer.  A score of “e” means the assignment is excused and does not need to be made up; a score of “R” 
means a retake of the assignment is required.

Class materials:  You need to bring the following things with you to class every day:
1. 3-ring binder where you will keep all chemistry handouts, homework, and labs.  (It must be divided into 

three sections:  (1) new work; (2) old work; (3) important documents.)
2. Graph paper (10 sheets) 
3. Pencil, pen(s), and highlighter  
4. Calculator capable of doing scientific notation with an “EE” or “EXP” function.  (Phones aren’t acceptable)

Curriculum:  We will be following the text in this order to meet the state and national science standards.  We 
also are initiating the Core State Standards for reading and writing in many of our assignments.
 Unit 1:  What is matter made of?   Chapters 1, 2, 3, & 19  (Fall semester)
 Unit 2:  Experimentation and data    Chapters 5, 6, & 13   (Fall semester)
 Unit 3:  Atomic and molecular structure  Chapters 11, 12, 4 , 20, & 14  (Spring semester)
 Unit 4:  Chemical changes    Chapters 15, 16, 7, 8, 9, & 10   (Spring semester)

A typical week in chemistry:
Friday:  Assignment sets completed during the previous week are collected.
Monday:  Assignment sets turned in late are penalized 10%.
Tuesday/Wednesday:  Assignment sets from Friday are returned to students and discussed.  Assignments turned 

in late are penalized 50%.
Thursday:  Quiz on the objectives from the previous week are given.   (Retakes may also be given at this time.)
Friday:  Assignments completed during the past week are collected.

Late work:  Assignments turned in late due to an unexpected absence (illness, family emergency, etc.) are not 
penalized if a reason for the absence is clearly written on the assignment.  Assignments turned in late due to 
incompletion or prescheduled activities (sports game, field trip, etc.) will be penalized.  



Cheating:  Students may work together on assignments and labs, but it is considered cheating if you directly 
copy answers from another student or outside source.  Your work must be uniquely your own.  Copying (unlike 
helping) means that you are looking at another student’s work and writing their answers down without any 
discussion of the work.  Any copying will receive 0 credit and a referral.  

Formative Assessments:  At the beginning of each unit, you will be given a study guide with a list of the 
learning objectives, each of which takes 1-2 weeks.  You will have a short benchmark quiz after the objective’s 
assignments have been returned.  Scores of 80% or higher pass the quiz with full credit (10/10), and perfect 
quizzes get +1 extra credit (11/10).  If a student scores below 80%, they must retake the quiz again the next 
week.  Students earn their normal score on the retake to a maximum of 9/10 (scores range from 0/10 to 9/10).  

Summative Assessments:  Twice a semester, you will be given a 100 point test that reviews the concepts 
covered by the quizzes.  There are no retakes on these unit tests.

Participation:  Each grading period, students will receive 20-30 points (1 per day of class) for participation in 
class.  Points are lost by being tardy, truant, disruptive, unprepared, not participating, lab safety violations, or 
being uncooperative with group members.  Extraordinary participation may earn extra credit in this category.  

Flex time:  You are encouraged to come during Flex time to ask questions, make up missed labs or activities, 
retake quizzes, or just hang out.  Wednesday Flex will focus on the needs of Chemistry students, and Tuesday 
Flex will focus on the needs of AP Chemistry students, though you may come either day.  Flex is a great time to 
review past quizzes and do quiz retakes.

Technology:  Both you and a parent/guardian must be registered on LOOP.  I use LOOP to post grades, 
assignment deadlines, and communicate.  You are expected to frequently check LOOP for assignment deadlines 
and schedule updates.  Several assignments in class will require you to research or access your google account 
from a computer.  You will use school computers frequently, and you must make sure they are not damaged.

Phones:  Put away cell phones before class begins.  I will confiscate phones if they are out and return them at 
lunch or after school.  Students are NOT allowed to take pictures of answer keys or other people’s work.  On 
occasion, students may use their cell phone to take pictures or research topics during lab activities.  

Tutoring:  The chemistry tutoring program provides a free tutoring program to help students who need extra 
help with chemistry concepts.  Students who commit to this program will be expected to attend every Wed. 
morning and work diligently during that time.  Tutoring is also offered in the library after school.

Parent e-mail:  You will receive +3 extra credit points right away when I get a LOOP-mail from your parent 
or guardian from their parent LOOP account.  The e-mail should include these two things: 
a)  Student’s full name and period in the subject line.
b)  Something like “I have read the syllabus” in the text.   

Save and use these passes for going to your locker or the bathroom.  These are for First Semester ONLY.  
Unused passes can earn you extra credit at the end of the semester.
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