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Welcome to Biology! 

Biology is the study of living things and how they interact with their environments. Over the course of this class, we 

will study a number of topics, including environmental science, energetics, genetics, cellular biology, and evolution. 
Each and every one of these topics is relevant to us because when tied together, they tell the story of how we got 

here, how our bodies work, and why it is important to conserve our environment. In addition, we’ll begin the a multi-

year journey of equipping you with important critical thinking, communication, and  skills that—no matter your 

career choice—will help you be effective and successful! 
 

What is my job? 

My first and most obvious job is to teach you science. I will teach you to ask questions, to find answers, and 

appreciate the beauty and complexity of the millions of biological processes taking place every second both in and 

around you. Secondly, my job is to prepare you for your future. Wherever you end up in life, there are universal 
skills that you will need to acquire to be successful. Character, a positive attitude, hard work, honesty, and 

responsibility are all traits that are valued in the real world; wherever it is you are in the world, and whatever it is 

you are doing. Contrary to what many students tend to think, teachers are working for YOU. 

 
What is your job? 

I know how hard it is to be a student; I’ve been one myself for 19 years. But despite the challenges, it is your job to 

come to school ready to learn and complete the tasks I give you. It is your job to trust me to lead you through this 

school year, knowing that my purpose is not to make your life harder, but to set you up for success. It is your job to 
be respectful to me, your peers, and yourself. 

 

Required Materials: 

 
Every day, you need to bring with you to class: 

1) A positive, growth mindset 

2) Your Biology Notebook (more on that later) 

3) A blue or black pen, pencil, and a highlighter 

4) A glue stick! This is critical for maintaining your Notebook! 
 

Grading 

 

I don’t give grades. You earn them! The grading in this class is on a straight point system. The standard 
percentage scale is used to determine your final grade in the class: 

 

100-89% A     The class points are roughly divided between the following: 

88-79% B      Journals:     5% 
78-69% C      Homework:   15% 

68-59% D      Assignments and Labs:  30% 

<58% F   Quizzes and Exams:  40% 

     Semester Final  10% 

 
Journals (5%) 

There will be periodic in-class journals worth 10 points each, and be completed in the Journal section of your 

Notebook. You are expected to write at least half a page for free write questions, or follow directions otherwise 

for complete credit. All Journals are graded at the semester’s end when Notebooks are turned in. 
 

Homework (15%) 

Homework assigned each day in class will be worth around 8-12 points each. Completed homework assignments 

will receive a stamp on the homework sheet in the Notebook. The Notebooks are then collected on test day to be 
totaled and entered into your grade. To receive credit, both the stamps and homework must be in your 

Notebook and turned in on Test Days; if you are missing either you will get a zero for that assignment. 

 

Assignments and Labs (30%) 
It is important to attend class not only because that is when I teach, but also because that is where assignments 

and labs are given and completed. Assignments and labs can range from 10 to 25 points, so you want to make 

sure that 1) you are here to complete them, 2) all assignments are fully and correctly completed, and 3) you 

glue all handouts/loose paper into your Notebook. Notebooks are collected and graded on Test Days, so 

make sure you keep it neatly maintained and up to date! Assignments are usually worth around 150 points per 
unit; missing one or more of these will severely hurt your grade!  

 

Quizzes and Exams (40%), Semester Final (10%) 

Quizzes and Exams will make up half your grade, so do not dismiss these assessments by putting off studying! 
Quizzes will be given throughout the semester, either announced or unannounced, with a worth of about 25 

points each. Exams will be given usually at the end of chapters or units, and are usually worth 150 points. 

Retakes will be given during FlexTime on a case-by-case basis, by appointment, during Flextime. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Biology Notebook 

 
 Everything we do in this class will be done in your Biology Notebook This notebook is a 7 1/2 in x 9 ¾ in, 100 

sheet, college-ruled Composition Book where all your work will go, all organized by numbered pages and a table 

of contents. All written work will be done in your Notebook, and loose sheets such as handouts or graphs must 

be GLUED IN (this is why it is so important bring a glue stick to class EVERY DAY!). Your Notebook will be 
checked and graded periodically, so keep it updated, neat, and in your possession EVERY TIME you come to 

class! Remember, if you add up all the work we do in here, your Notebook makes up at least 50% of your grade, 

so KEEP IT SAFE! 

 
Absences and Late work 

 

Absences: If you are absent, you are responsible to meet with me the following day to get caught up on 

assignments and homework, even if you don’t have my class on that day! You have many opportunities, 
including before school, brunch/lunch breaks, and FlexTime! Remember that catching up on missed work 

typically results in more work for both you and I, so try to make a real effort to be in class. If you plan on being 

absent for more than a few days, meet with me before so I can give you the assignments ahead of time. In the 

same way, if you miss an exam, it is your job to take the test the day you get back. I cannot stress enough that 

it is YOUR responsibility to get missed work! 
 

Late work: All assignments, labs, and homework are due when I collect them, not at the end of the period, not 

at the end of the day. If you find or complete the missing work, I will accept for the cost of one hall pass. Once 

the day is over, I will not accept late work per day it’s late. I know it’s hard sometimes to have everything done 
on time, but that’s how things work in the real world, and I would be cheating you if I made an exception. If you 

have a reasonable excuse, you need to come talk to me BEFORE I collect the work; if you wait till a day or week 

afterwards, I will not accept your work late without penalty.  

 
Extra Credit 

 

Each student will receive 6 hall passes for use during the semester. Hall passes can be used for tardies, 

bathroom trips, forgotten locker items, and turning in day-of late work. Each of these passes is worth 5 points of 

extra credit at the end of the semester, so use them wisely! 
 

Classroom Rules: 

 

1) Rule Number One: Do not get in the way of Learning! I’m all for having fun, but if you get in the 
way of me teaching, or you and your peers’ learning, we’re gonna have problems. 

2) Phones, tablets, and/or any other electronic devices must be on silent and out of sight! This includes 

having headphones in your ear.  I reserve the right to confiscate any devices that are a distraction! 

3) Food and drinks are not allowed in the lab areas, and maybe only be consumed if they do not create a 
distraction or mess. 

4) Follow all my directions carefully, especially during labs. 

5) Do not cheat or plagiarize. If it is not your own work, you will get a zero and a detention! 

6) Do not trespass behind the teacher’s work area without permission 
7) Do not vandalize the desks, books, computer, and classroom 

8) Put your trash in the trash cans ONLY. 

 

Classroom Procedures: 

 
1) You are to be in your seat when the bell rings, with your brain on and ready to learn! 

2) Raise your hand before speaking or getting out of your seat 

3) Stay on task 

4) Make sure your desk and lab stations are clean before you leave 
5) The bell does not dismiss you, I dismiss you. Do not pack up early. 

6) Trips to the bathroom or locker will cost you one late pass! Save them for E.C.! 

7) Don’t be afraid to ask for help! I’m here for YOU! Make an appt., or email me! 

 
 Tardy Policy and Hall Passes: 

 

Part of being a responsible student is being on time and ready for class. 

 

If you are late in the first 15 minutes of class: 
1) Come in quietly and sign-in on the late sheet at the back table. 

2) Get out a hall pass and have it ready for me to sign. If you don’t have any left, you get a detention. 

You may use a maximum of 3 hall passes for tardies, after that it’s a parent call and detention. 

 
After 15 minutes:  

1) You must have a readmit card or note from where you were coming from 

2) If you don’t have a note, you have an automatic detention with me 

 
Repeated tardies will result in other consequences, including detentions, parent calls, referrals, and 

even suspension. 

 

“A quarter is only worth 25 cents, but four quarters make a Dollar! 
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