
 

 

Mills High School 

AP Language and Composition Fall 2017 

                                         Ms. Alberta 

 

Contact information 

Room: 211 / Email: kalberta@smuhsd.org (This is the best way to reach me.)  

 

MHS Schoolwide Learning Outcomes (SLOs): 

● Effective Communicators and Collaborators 

● Positive contributors to the community 

● Individuals that are healthy, self-reliant and responsible 

● Critical Problem Solvers and Creative Thinkers 

 

Class Description 

AP English Language and Composition is a course which will sharpen your ability to close read, analyze, 

argue and synthesize.  We will read numerous works of nonfiction  and fiction and you will write 

extensively for a variety of purposes. 

 

Major Works Covered: 

The Scarlet Letter 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

Textbook: 

Conversations in American Literature 

They Say, I Say 

These are books that you might find 

helpful: 

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 

Seventh Edition 

The Bedford Glossary of Critical and Literary 

Terms 

Writing: 

Analytical Essays 

Argumentative Essay 

Synthesis Essay 

 

Grading 

Every assessment is given a letter grade and a corresponding numerical score. The numerical score allows 

me to weight assignments differently.  The letter score defines your level of mastery on any given 

assignment. 

 

Percent Grade Definition 

90-100 A Far Exceeds Standard 

80-89.9 B Exceeds Standard 

70-79.9 C Meets Standard 

60-69.9 D Approaching Standard 

50-59.9 F Far From Standard 
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Late Work / Makeup Work Policy 

All assessments are due at the beginning of the period unless otherwise specified.  Any assignment turned 

in after the assignments have been collected will be marked late and may receive a grade penalty.  You 

may request an extension for any summative assessment.  You should have a good reason.  I am flexible, 

but am not trying to empower your inner procrastinator. 

 

School Loop Grade Codes 

E = Excused/Exempt MU = Make Up 

 

Tutoring & Interventions 

I am available for help with any assignment during Flex Time and  I am also available to meet after school 

if you make an appointment in advance. 

 

Classroom Procedures and Rules 

 

Class materials and assessments: 

Students are required to keep all handouts, notes, returned assessments both formative and summative for this 

course, including this syllabus.  I will not discuss a grading error with you if you cannot produce the graded 

assignment itself.  I will not discuss an opportunity to reform an assessment without being able to see your prior 

assessments.  You may be required to review past assignments in order to adequately prepare for tests. I reserve the 

right to change this syllabus during the semester.  I will inform you of any changes.  

 

Use of outside sources: 

If you use outside sources when writing a paper, you must always cite the source you used in a bibliography at the end 

of your paper; otherwise you will lose the full amount of points on the assignment.  All major papers will be submitted 

to Turnitin.com to ensure academic integrity. 

 

Cheating: 

Cheating in any form will not be tolerated.  This means no plagiarism, no copying from others work, no asking friends 

about tests given in prior classes.  I will not write a letter of recommendation nor will I fill out a recommendation 

form for any student who has cheated in my class.  I will even go back to rescind any letter of recommendation  that I 

have written. 

  

Attendance: 

School policy will be enforced.  You must be in your seat when the bell rings; otherwise you will be considered tardy.  

 

Classroom Behavior: 

You can eat and drink in class as long as it doesn’t create a mess or a distraction for others.  Bring all books and 

required materials to class every day.  Be respectful in your manner and tone to all members of the class.  Act in a 

dignified manner.  

 

Electronic Devices: 

You are not allowed to have cell phones out during class time.  You also don’t need to have out your calculators unless 

you are checking your grade.  Cell phones will be confiscated.  Having an electronic device at any point during a test or 

quiz will lead to an automatic zero on said assignment.  Most of all, I don’t want to have to debate you regarding the 

existence of the cell phone you are texting upon in your lap.  


